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Waverley shows Scott fully developed 5 he did far better, but
not in essentials differently. Here was the historical novel
complete at all points 5 still hampered with plot and intrigue, and
embarrassed by his hero and heroine of romance. These he was
never to recognize as a clog or to abandon. Once or twice, as in
Rob Roy and The Heart of Midlothian, one or both of them came
to life, almost through his inadvertence. Otherwise, the best
service they could render was to represent a point of view and
act as the author's deputies, critics and interpreters of the past to
the present.